VS  MASTERING CDs FOR THE NEWBEE

Mastering should be the process of just adding the icing on the cake, polishing up the mastered mixes. Making them sound better and putting them in the best listening order on the CD. You could take your mixes to a mastering house but in today’s world with this technology at you finger tips, you can do a decent job as well. You just need some simple guidance, IMO. Also see my “VS MTK USE .doc” using the VS’s Mastering Tool Kits to get the most out of your mixes.
*Before getting to the mastering stage, it’s very important that you record all of your tracks at consistent levels so songs are at consistent levels in the mastering stage. I always setup my VS with all faders at 0db and use only the SENS/TRIM knobs and PADs to set my recording levels so that none are below -12db and the peaks go no higher than -4db. When I get to the mastering stage in the VS I like to use the “Mixdown” patch in the MTK to master my stereo pair of tracks. Learn how to use the MTKs and you can get a good and loud enough CD out of the VS. 

*You need to make sure you have a treated room to mix your songs in and good set of flat frequency response monitors. Check these sites for info on treating your room.
www.auralexuniversity.com and www.acoustics101.com . For monitors in the $1,000 range check out Dynaudio BM5A’s and Adams A7’s. Now onto mastering the whole CD project.
*Trim al1 of your mastered tracks. Make sure the fade outs are good and don’t have dead air space at the beginning or end of your songs. Don’t have a second of silence before the track begins or at the end. The VS can add that silence between each track automatically using TAO or if you use DAO and have to set the track markers yourself, set those 2 seconds apart and have the track start playing in a split second, 10 or so frames of a second before the song begins!

*Pacing the CD’s track order. You need to organize the tracks in a good order to set a good flow from track to track. Make a rough CD and listen to the songs in random order, see what songs sound best together. Arrange the keys of the songs in ascending or descending order and see what they sound like. Try not to have 2 songs in the same key together. Some songs may sound good in pairs so consider putting them together or even cross-fading from one to the next.
*Decide if you want the song order to build or taper off. Do you want the CD to start off slow and build or to build excitement at the start with fast tempo songs and get faster with each song after? You could then back off with slower tempos to end on a calmer tempo. It’s all up to you and what sounds best with your songs. 

*Always lead off with your best songs, especially if this is to be used as a demo CD to shop around. If you don’t get their attention with the first song and hook, you have lost them, IMO. Also, keep your songs short, 2:30 to 4:00 is a good length. My motto is always leave them wanting more!
* You can normalize all of your songs if you want using NORMALIZE in the VS or in some PC programs but it’s important to make sure all of your songs on your CD can be listened to with out having to adjust the volume knob of the player. Master them all at a consistent level. If a softer song doesn’t sound loud enough and you can’t get the volume up, then use dynamics to help it to sound louder. Add some compression to the Mastered V-Tracks if needed and re-master.
*Check your CD’s volume levels by comparing them with market CDs. Pick a market CD in the same style of music your style is and see if your CD is in the same volume range. If yours is louder that’s OK but if your CD’s over all volume is lower then you will want to go back and re-master them with the MTKs. Some times it’s best to burn the first mastered song to CD and check it with a market CD before mastering them all.

*If some of these tips don’t work for you, no problem, just use them as guidelines and do the best you can. Remember, less is more. Get your tracks right in the mix so you don’t have to try and fix it in the mastering stage.
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