VS with External Effects Units from VSP
By Karl & Others
All I want to do is record vocal tracks 3-4 thru my external effects and back into the 2480 on trks 7-8 using a wet and dry signal input. I want to use trks 23-24 for the effects and trks 3-4 (orig dry signal). Then rec them both to trks 7-8. So therefore I have the dry signal recorded with the wet signal on 7-8 trks.OK, try this....
Reply
You have dry tracks on 3/4, and your FX coming in on 23/24. You want to mix them to 7/8.

OK, first select Fader Bank TR1-16. Press and hold the Track Status button over Fader7 until the EZRouting screen is displayed, and all the buttons begin to blink. 7/8 don't blink, cause that's your chosen destination track pair.

Now, press the CH EDIT button over Track3. This connects Track3/4 to Track7/8.

Now, while the buttons still flash, select FaderBank IN17-24, and press the CH EDIT button over Fader23. Now, both Track3/4 AND Input23/24 are routed to Track 7/8. Exit the EZRouting screen.

That's it, you're there! No AUX busses required! Simply record on 7/8, dry volume on 3/4, wet volume on Input23/24.

Notice you are NOT actually recording the Wet signal by itself, and are NOT using any Track Mixer channels for the Wet signal.
More on External Effects

I want to route recorded tracks 1-8 (drums)out to a pair of dbx 160x comp/limiter. Via a pair of stereo buss's hit them fairly hard and then route back into a pair of tracks and tuck them underneath the original tracks. However getting a little confused here in terms of how to get the original tracks to a pair of buss's. Thanks

Reply By Karl

First step is to LINK a pair of AUX busses. Go to the MIXER->MASTER EDIT menu, and LINK AUX3&4, for example.

Now go to each of the 8 drum tracks, and create a mix that will feed the outboard gear, using the AUX3/4 SEND and PAN controls.

In the OUTPUT ROUTING area, drag the AUXA_LR_OUTPUT to the AUX3&4 buss. Connect the AUXA_LR outputs to your outboard gear. Remember that the AUX3/4 MASTER FADER will also control the mix going to the outboard gear.
Explained Again by Karl

You treat the OUTPUT OF THE EFFECT the same as any other input. Bring it in thru an input channel, either thru an analog or digital input.
If all you want to do is have the XFX appear on the MIX bus, all you need is the MIX button turned on for whatever input channel(s) you have used. If you wish to print the FX to a track(s) for further processing, then you must record it, just like any other input (synth, etc.)

Now, getting the signal from the 2480 to the XFX kind of depends on what you are sending. If it's only a single track, you can use the DIRECT outs in the CH.EDIT screen. But if it's a group of tracks, you will need to use an AUX buss to sum the tracks and send them to the XFX. Either way, you connect one of the ANALOG OUTS to either the selected DIR or AUX buss.
By Karl one more time…

By default, AUXA and AUXB outputs (Output jacks 3, 4, 5, and 6) are routed to AUXBUSS1, 2, 3, and 4. Confusing.

So I go in to the EZ ROUTING screen, in the OUTPUT ASSIGN section, and connect AUXA to AUX3/4 and AUXB to AUX5/6. Much easier to understand.

OK, so now, on the kick drum channel, when you raise the AUX4 SEND, the kick goes out JACK4 in the back of the 2480. You can send as many thing as you wish out JACK4 at the same time by adding other tracks via their AUX4 SEND levels.

Bring the FX back into an input channel, just like you would a mic or synth. You can choose to print the FX return, or simply allow it to enter the mix via the INPUT channel.
External Effects by Calypso on Virtual Planet.

It is just like using an internal effect, but you need to route the AUX bus to one of the analog outputs, run a cable to your effect, run a cable from the effect output to one of the analog inputs (1-16), and route that input to an empty recording track. Now you can "SEND" signal to the AUX bus and it will return to a new recording track.

To avoid feedback, turn off the "MIX" button on the INPUT channel where the effect comes back into the 2480. (The input channels send signal to the master bus mix when the machine drops out of RECORD mode.)

To use the effect purely as an insert, turn off the "MIX" button on the dry track you are using as the source - then you will only hear the return track with the effect already applied in the mix. (In this case you will probably be sending all of the signal to the AUX bus.) This is preferred over using the "solo" button.

The internal effects have their own "busses" inside the machine which makes it simple. An external effect has to come back through an INPUT channel before it can go to a new recording track. Once you get that INPUT leveled, removed from the mix and routed to an empty recording track then everything is golden.
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