Backups, Format & New VS8F-3 Card Install                   by Frank Griffith
1) Do your backups first! 

2) Update the OS, the 2.504 update CD should have come with the VS8F-3 card. Insert it into the CD Tray and shutdown the VS. Now, Power up the VS with Update CD in the CD Drive and follow the prompts on the 3” x 5” screen, using the ENTER button to answer the prompts. Once the OS is updated it will load an INT0000Project.
3) Now it’s ready to be formatted. (See “Formatting Process below)
4) Recover your projects. (Also below)
5) Turn off the VS and install the VS8F-3 card in slot "A", (under the panel on the back of the VS.)
6) Power up the VS and install the VS8F-3 card program and plug-ins using the VS8F-3 card "Setup Disc" CD that's already in the CD bay, there are more detailed instructions that came with the VS8F-3 card. You can Click on CD-RW Mastering Menu and select “Plug-in Install” and follow the directions on screen.
7) After that make a Backup of the "Setup Disc" which is explained later in this document, by clicking on CD-RW Mastering> then select “Plug-in Backup” and answer the prompts on your screen. Yes, it’s that easy.
VS8F-3card Install Procedure
1. Insert 3card SETUP disc

2. Press CD-RW and the menu screen should open.

3. Select page 2 "Plug-in Inst" and YES/ENTER

4. Press "F5 Install" and the install menu should open.

5. Press YES/ENTER and the installation should begin

6. Here the "Authorize" popup should appear so press YES/ENTER to Authorize, if not...

7. Press EXIT/NO to install the "Trial Version"

8. If you pressed YES/ENTER then authorization will begin and be written to the setup disc and hard drive.

9. Confirm by pressing YES/ENTER

10. When done the CD-RW menu will open and you can remove setup disc.

NOTE: It has been found that once you “Authorize” a plug-in with a key VS8F-3card in slot “A” you can later re-install the “Authorized” plug-ins with that key VS8F-3card in any slot. If you buy a new plug-in, you have to have the key VS8F-3card that “Authorized” the other plug-ins back in slot “A” to install a new plug-in. Even if you have all VS8F-3cards in all slots, all plug-ins have to be installed and “Authorized” with the single key VS8F-3card that install and “Authorized” the other plug-ins. It appears that you can not run 2 key VS8F-3cards in the same VS and have different plug-ins “Authorized” by different VS8F-3cards.
Formatting Process (See “BkUPFmtRcvy.doc” for more detail on a Formatting HD.)
1) Do backups first! 
2) If update is needed power up the VS with CD in the VS. This makes the VS boot from disc, answer the prompts on the small LCD using the ENTER button on the VS. It’ll update the OS in minutes. To check the OS version later, power up the VS holding down the Track Status & CH-Edit button above Track # 1. The VS will show you all four digits of the current OS on the LCD, again answer the prompts using the ENTER button on the VS to load a Project.
3) Format the HD. 80GB=6 ½ hours, 120GB=13 Hours.

4) Install VS8F-3 card program and all plug-ins.

5) Recover your projects.
INSTALL MORE PLUGINS
Once the VS8F-3 card plug-ins have been installed, third party  plug-ins are easier to install.

1) Insert the New plug-in Installer disc into the VS2480’s CD-RW

2) Click on CD-RW Mastering> select PLUG-IN INSTALL>

3) The Plug-in Install window opens, click “F5 INSTAL”

4) It asks “INSTALL?” click “YES”, then it ask “AUTHORIZE?” click “YES” and “ARE YOU SURE?” click “YES” and wait…

5) The disc will eject once the plug-in has been installed.

LOADING & USING A PLUG-IN

If you have your VS8F-3 card in slot “A” then we select the number one Effect to use the plug-in. Some plug-ins can use up Effects 1 & 2, the full effects processor in slot “A.” Now after you Insert Effect1 on a track, let’s use a plug-in on it.
1) Click EFFECT> select EFFECT1> and the plug-in window opens.

2) Click “F1 Plug-In” and the window changes to a list of plug-in programs that are installed.

3) Click on the one you want to highlight it and click “F5 Select.”

4) Now the window returns to the one before, after “Product Name:” should be the plug-in name.

5) Click on “F3 PATCH” to patch in a preset effect you want to use.

6) Highlight the Preset name in this list and click “F5 Select” to load that patch into the plug-in and wait…
7) The window returns, now click “F4 EDIT” to load the visual of the plug-in on screen so that you can adjust its parameters or just exit out of it.

8) Now press PLAY on the VS and listen to what this plug-in sounds like and make adjustments as needed if the edit window was left open. 

9) When done click “F6 EXIT” and the plug-in leaves the screen but the effect is still INSERTED on that track for use as you left it.

If you use the presets then they will load the plug-in as you left it the last time you shut down. If you make special changes to a plug-in’s patch then click “F5 SAVE” and save it as a “User” Patch.  To select other patches just go to EFFECT> EFFECT1> then click on “F3 PATCH” and highlight another, click “F5 SELECT” and then “F4 EDIT” to bring the visual back up. Once a plug-in has been selected in an EFFECT,  it’s easy enough to go to that effect and PATCH in different patch selections and use the EDIT button to see what parameters are there to use.

BACKUP PLUG-INS

Once they are installed in the VS you should make a backup copy to a CD-R. It’s pretty easy to do, here’s how.

1) Insert a blank CD-R into the VS’s CD-RW Drive

2) Click on CD-RW Mastering> select PLUG-IN BACKUP> and the PLUG-IN BACKUP window opens

3) Highlight the plug-in to backup by clicking on it..

4) Now click “F4 BACKUP” it will ask “Backup?” click “YES” and “Really Sure?” click “YES” and wait….

5) It will eject the disc when done so click “F6 EXIT” to close the window.

USER Settings on Plug-ins

Unlike the VS8F-2 card’s, you can not save USER settings you create using the VS8F-3 cards patches. You can do a Plug-in Backup and save your settings that way but you have no USER settings you can save on the VS8F-3 card. Also, SysEx does not work with VS8F-3 cards either.
VS8F-3 Card Install AGAIN!




By Frank Griffith

Follow the instructions that came with the card and this. 


1) Do your backups first! See “VS BfUPFmtRcy.doc” for step by step info on this, Formatting & Recovering projects.

2) Update the OS, the 2.504 update CD should have come with you VS8F-3 card. Insert it in the VS with it on, shutdown, power back up and watch the small LCD on the VS for prompts to answer using your ENTER/EXIT buttons. When it’s updated it loads a project, eject the Update CD and move on to the next step.

3) Format the Hard Drive, seen manual for steps on formatting or my “VS BkUPFmtRcy.doc” for step by step info on this. Then install the VS8F-3 card with the VS off.


4) Power up the VS and install the VS8F-3 card program and plug-ins using the VS8F-3 card "Setup Disc" CD that came with the VS8F-3 card, there are more detailed instructions that came with the VS8F-3 card, follow them. Also the VS8F-3 card "Setup Disc" will ask you if you want to "Authorize," answer YES. This will code the plug-ins to work only with that VS8F-3 card and allow you full use of the VS8F-3 card and plug-ins. The VS8F-3 card's program and plug-ins are on the same "Setup Disc" CD and installed together.


5) After that make a Backup of the "Setup Disc" by going to CD-RW Mastering and finding “Plug-in Backup” on the menu and select it. In the window that opens, highlight the VS8F-3 card program name and click “OK” and insert a blank CD-R into the VS.

NOTE: Have the VS8F-3 Owner's Manual handy when installing the card and programs. It'll only make since as you do the install, that's what worked for me. You can also call Roland's Free Tech line at 1-323-890-3741 M-F biz hours. Good luck.
Install Third Party Plug-ins

1) Insert the plug-in disc and select CD-RW Mastering> Plug-  In Instal   

2) The VS scans drives and the plug-in window opens. Now click on “F5 INSTAL” a message ask “Install?” and you click “YES”. 

“Authorize?” and you click “YES”, “Really Sure?” and click “YES” 

3) And the Plug-in Install progress bar begins. Wait a couple of minutes and the “In Preparation” progress bar starts then “Plug-in Authorize” begins and then “Eject Disc.” Done.

4) Now go back to the CD-RW Mastering Menu, Insert a blank CD-R and select Plug-In Backup. The VS scans the drives and a “Plug-In Backup” window opens.

5) In this window highlight the name of the plug-in to backup and       click “F5 BACKUP.” The VS scans the drive and ask “Backup?” and you click “YES”, “Really Sure?” and click “YES” and the VS scans the drive, “In Preparation” progress bar begins., then “Plug-In Backup” progress bar begins then “Eject Disc.” Click “F5 EXIT.” Done. 
ADDITIONAL INFO ON 3CARDS & PLUG-INS

>>> I heard the term "  Vs8f 3  card getting "married" to the slot A used key card.?  Is this true? 

 

NO! What the deal is, in order to install the 3card and plug-ins, your 3card has to be in slot A in the VS. Then you can move that card to any other slot you choose after the setup disc has been installed, your 5 FREE plug-ins and 3rd party plug-ins. The “marry” part comes when you install a third party plug-in and choose “Authorize” on the install ie Auto-tune using that 3card, the Auto-tune is married/coded by that 3card and has to stay with that 3card. Once a 3card has installed all of your plug-ins in becomes the KEY 3card because it is the KEY that opens the locked plug-ins that it installed and “Authorized”. 

 

You can use the plug-ins as TRAIL versions and NOT have them married to a 3card but once you choose to "Authorize" a plug-in during an install, it has to stay with that 3card it "Authorized" from then on. You can not sell that plug-in without its 3card or the plug-in will only work in TRAIL version mode and you will have a very unhappy buyer.

 

The 3card install disc has the program on it that runs the 3card and any other 3card you install later. Once you have one 3card and install its setup disc, the rest of the 3cards you buy can be manually inserted in another slot and run off the first card's installed program. There are also five FREE plug-ins on that 3card’s setup disc that you can install as well. You can run the 3card without the FREE plug-ins and not install them and only install the third party plug-ins and run them or you can install both the 5 FREE and third party plug-ins for use. 

 

The VS installs the 3card program on the last partition on your hard drive as well as any plug-ins you install. Therefore, any other 3card you manually insert into another slot in the VS will operate off what's already installed on the hard drive. They all share the one 3card’s setup disc program and all plug-ins it installed. 
Once you format your hard drive, every month or every 6 months, you need to re-install every thing because the 3card program and plug-ins get erased off the hard drive when you format. Before formatting, do backups of your entire plug-ins and 3card program. Then you can use those to re-install every thing after the format. The original disc, some times fail after a couple of installs so backups are important to have and use, IMO.
If you decide to buy all of the third party plug-ins available for the VS, you may want to buy a second 3card. The third party plug-ins has a lot of presets that use up the whole processor. You’ll have to bounce tracks with plug-in effects applied to free up a 3card to be used again. Many seem to like the MTKs on the 3cards better than the ones on the 2cards. Probably has to do with the 3cards running plug-ins with a 56bit processing but also the full screen interfaces makes it easier to adjust settings.
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